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COMMANDER
AND PHILOSOPHER

"No morn ever dawned more favourably than ours diet;
and no day was ever more clouded than the present/8
George Washington to James Madison, November 5,
1780.

"We are sons of the earth: and,, like Antaeus in the fable,
if, in wrestling with a Hercules, we now and then receive
a fall, the touch of our parent will communicate to us
fresh strength and vigour to renew the contest/' Benjamin
Franklin, Comfort for America, January 1787,

ON THE bright, noisy afternoon of Sunday, May 13, 1787,
George Washington, late commander In chief of the Con-
tinental Army, arrived in Philadelphia as a Virginia delegate to
the Federal Convention which was due to open the following
day, lie had been met at Chester by three generals, two colonels,
and two majors of his former command,, and at Gray's Ferry
across the Sehuylkill by Philadelphia's smart troop of light horse,
the City Cavalry. Under ceremonious escort, to the sound of
chiming bells and cheering citizens, Washington proceeded In
his carriage to the lodgings he had reserved at Mrs. House's, at
Fifth and Market Streets, But "being again warmly and kindly
pressed by Mr, and Mrs, Robt. Morris to lodge with them/* he
did so, and had his baggage removed to their house, the finest
in the city, in Market Street nearer to Sixth. The house had
belonged to Richard Perm, once proprietary governor of Penn-
sylvania, and had been headquarters in turn for Sir William
Howe and Benedict Arnold during the military occupations of
Philadelphia iu the Revolution. Robert Morris, as superintendent
of finance for the Continental Congress, had won the confidence
of Washington and they had remained firm friends. They were
of the same opinion on the necessity of supporting the public

1